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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN SYRIA
Additional information

EMERGENCY REPORT (CONTD) - (SEE DISEASE INFORMATION, 15 [51], 267, DATED 20 DECEMBER 2002)

Information received on 19 December 2002 from Dr George Khoury, Director of Animal Health Services,
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform, Damascus:

Report date: 17 December 2002.

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory.
Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 9 February 2002.
Estimated date of first infection: 20 January 2002.

Outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Damascus Province 2

Total number of animals in the outbreaks:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

... 53 11 1 ... ...

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Pirbright Laboratory, United Kingdom (OIE Reference

Laboratory for foot and mouth disease).
B. Diagnostic tests used: serological tests, virus isolation and typing.
C. Causal agent: foot and mouth disease virus serotypes O and A.

Epidemiology:
A. Source of agent / origin of infection: unknown.
B. Mode of spread: the disease is enzootic.

Control measures:
- quarantine and movement control inside the country;

- vaccination;

- zoning.
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CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN BULGARIA
Follow-up report No. 2

Information received on 29 December 2002 from Dr Nikola T. Belev, Delegate of Bulgaria to the OIE:

End of previous report period: 19 December 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [51], 269, dated
20 December 2002).
End of this report period: 29 December 2002.

New outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Kirilovo, Stara Zagora region 1

Description of affected population in the new outbreak: non vaccinated animals in a private pig farm.

Total number of animals in the new outbreak:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

sui 172 3 2 142 28

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: National Diagnostic and Research Veterinary Institute,

Sofia.
B. Diagnostic tests used: 

- enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA); 

- direct immunofluorescence test.

Epidemiology: unknown.

Control measures during reporting period: 
- control of wildlife reservoirs; 

- quarantine and movement control inside the country;

- stamping out;

- screening;

- surveillance and monitoring.

*
*   *
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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Follow-up report No. 7 (disease detected in a commercial poultry farm)

Information received on 30 December 2002 from Dr Peter Fernandez, Associate Administrator, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington, DC:

End of previous report period: 22 November 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [48], 248, dated 29
November 2002).
End of this report period: 27 December 2002.

Outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, State of California 1*

* 247 known positive backyard premises and 1 commercial facility.

Details of the outbreak in a commercial poultry operation: on 18 December 2002, birds from a
commercial egg-laying operation located within the quarantined area (Riverside county) were showing
clinical signs of Newcastle disease. This facility is a two-flock egg-layer operation with approximately
105,000 birds amongst the two flocks. On 20 December, samples were sent to National Veterinary
Services Laboratories (NVSL), Ames, Iowa, for testing. One flock was presumptive positive by
preliminary laboratory findings and the other flock was considered a dangerous contact. On
27 December, Newcastle disease was confirmed by NVSL.

Epidemiology: 
A. Source of agent / origin of infection: molecular epidemiology and phylogenetic analysis shows

the southern California isolate to be very closely related to the exotic Newcastle disease virus
isolated in northern Mexico during their 2000 outbreak.

B. Mode of spread: the commercial facility is located within the quarantined area.
C. Other epidemiological details: since confirmation of the disease in the United States of

America on 1 October 2002, the incident continues to be contained within a 30-mile
(approx. 48-km) radius in Los Angeles County and along the Los Angeles / Riverside /
San Bernardino County border. No commercial poultry are affected outside the three-county
quarantined area at this time.

Control measures: same as previous report.
- Depopulation of the affected commercial premises: approximately half of the birds were killed on

22 December; the remaining birds were killed on 24 December. 
- Depopulation of affected/exposed backyard flocks: to date, 247 positive backyard premises have

been depopulated, as well as 353 premises with direct contact with positive birds. 

*
*   *



- 4 -

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever by the Central Bureau of the
Office International des Epizooties concerning the legal status of any country or territory mentioned, or its authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

Unless otherwise stated, material published is derived from declarations made to the Central Bureau by the Veterinary Administrations of the countries and territories
mentioned.

© Office International des Epizooties — 2003
ISSN 1012-5329 Disease Information on the Web:
Reproduction or translation permitted for non-commercial purposes http://www.oie.int

NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN BOTSWANA
Follow-up report No. 1 (no new outbreaks)

Information received on 31 December 2002 from Dr Micus Chiwasanee Chimbombi, Director of Animal
Health and Production, Ministry of Agriculture, Gaborone:

End of previous report period: 11 December 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [50], 261, dated
13 December 2002).
End of this report period: 31 December 2002.

There have been no new outbreaks of Newcastle disease since the last report. All the reported cases
have died, hence there is no active outbreak (old or new) of the disease currently occurring. However,
surveillance and control measures remain in place.

In Botswana, poultry farmers are expected to purchase vaccine and vaccinate their birds themselves or
with the assistance of veterinary staff. Commercial poultry farmers vaccinate their birds regularly, while
backyard chicken owners do not. Consequently, Newcastle disease in Botswana has traditionally been
a problem of backyard chickens. It attacks and kills susceptible birds and dies off when this population
has been depleted or immunised, only to resurface when significant numbers of susceptible birds have
built up again.

No ostrich farms were affected by the outbreak. As a policy, in Botswana ostriches are not vaccinated
against Newcastle disease.

*
*   *


