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BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY IN SLOVENIA
Confirmation of the second case

Information received on 19 July 2002 from Dr Zoran Kovac, Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Ljubljana:

End of previous report period: 10 January 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [3], 5, dated 18 January
2002).
Report date: 15 July 2002.

On 8 January 2002, the Veterinary Administration of the Republic of Slovenia (VARS) was notified by
the National Veterinary Institute (NVI), of positive results for bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
on a Western blot (Prionics Check) test on one 6-year-old cow (see Disease Information, 15 [3], 5,
dated 18 January 2002).

Immediately upon notification by the NVI, the veterinary authorities isolated the farm and banned any
movement of animals to and from the suspect farm.

NVI performed further tests:

- on 10 January 2002: histopathological examinations of the medulla oblongata;

- on 11 January 2002: immunohistochemical examinations.

Test results confirmed the presence of BSE.

The sample was sent for confirmation to the OIE Reference Laboratory for BSE in Bern, Switzerland,
where the case was confirmed on 18 January 2002.

Background:

The affected cow comes from a medium-size farm. Animals graze throughout the season and they are
fed with hay, grass and corn silage, soya beans and additives (minerals and proteins). Imported milk
replacers were also applied in the past.
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The affected cow was born in 1995, one year prior to the ban on the use of meat-and-bone meal in the
feeding of ruminants coming into force. The mother of the affected cow was of Slovenian origin. The
affected cow had remained on the farm since its birth. It had four offspring (two males and two
females), three of which were still alive. One female offspring was still on the farm, whereas the two
male offspring had been sold to other farms, and have been traced.

Control measures taken:
- Ban on animal movements to and from the farm until confirmation of BSE.

- Epidemiological inquiry: the cohort was determined as the direct and indirect progeny of the affected
cow, as well as bovine animals born in the same year, as they could have been fed the same milk
replacers as the affected cow.

- Cohort cull: all 8 bovine animals of the cohort were euthanised and examined. All tests gave
negative results.

*
*   *

CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN SPAIN
Final report

Translation of information received on 2 August 2002 from Dr Concepción Sánchez Trujillano, Deputy
Director General of Animal Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Madrid:

End of previous report period: 14 June 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [26], 108, dated 28 June
2002).
End of this report period: 31 July 2002.

With effect from 1 August 2002, Spain is free of classical swine fever as a result of the expiry on
31 July 2002 of the period of application of the last European Commission Decision restricting the
movement of animals, which had previously been in force because of the presence of the disease in
that country (cf. Decision No. 2002/530/EC dated 28 June 2002).

*
*   *
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN MONGOLIA
Follow-up report No. 2

Information received on 5 August 2002 from Dr Ravdan Sanjaatogtokh, Director, State Veterinary
Services, Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Ulaanbaatar:

End of previous report period: 28 July 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [31], 142, dated 2 August
2002).
End of this report period: 4 August 2002.

There have been no new outbreaks.

Total number of animals in the outbreaks (Updated data):

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

bov 8 137 431 4 427 ...

ovi 10 487 46 0 46 ...

cap 2 080 4 0 4 ...

Control measures during reporting period:
- quarantine and movement control;

- ring vaccination is being implemented in the outbreak areas and in the buffer and vaccinated
healthy zones; vaccination frequency is from 10 to 14 days in the outbreak areas and buffer zones.

*
*   *

SPRING VIRAEMIA OF CARP IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Suspected in wild fish in the State of Wisconsin

Information received on 5 August 2002 from Dr Peter Fernandez, Associate Deputy Administrator,
International Services, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington, DC:

Report date: 31 July 2002.

In June 2002, officials from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) were notified of a large fish kill
(common carp — Cyprinus carpio) in Cedar Lake, Polk County, in the north-western part of the State of
Wisconsin. Cedar Lake is primarily a recreational lake. It is estimated that the amount of carp killed in
this event totalled 10 tons.

Diagnosis details:
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: samples were initially submitted to the Wisconsin

Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (WVDL), then referred to the diagnostic laboratory at the
University of Arkansas, Pine Bluff (UAPB), and finally to the Centre for Environment, Fisheries,
and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS), Weymouth, United Kingdom (OIE Reference Laboratory for
spring viraemia of carp).

B. Diagnostic tests used: tissue culture and immunocytochemistry.
C. Causal agent: a presumptive diagnosis of spring viraemia of carp (SVC) was reported by CEFAS

on 30 July 2002. Additional testing is pending.

Epidemiological details: 

At present, the source of infection is unknown. In addition, the current incident may not be restricted to
a single lake. Outflow from Cedar Lake empties into the St. Croix River which, in turn, flows into the
Mississippi River. DNR personnel have recently observed raised mortality in carp along the Mississippi,
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and others have reported raised mortality in northern pike (Esox lucius) in several northern Wisconsin
lakes. Samples from the pike have been submitted for SVC virus testing. 

Control measures: 

A monitoring and control plan will need to be developed in conjunction with the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP), the
Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (WVDL), the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS),
and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

*
*   *

CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN MOLDAVIA
Follow-up report No. 2

Translation of information received on 6 August 2002 from Dr Efim Renita, Chief Veterinary Officer,
Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Kishinev:

End of previous report period: 25 July 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [30], 134, dated 26 July
2002).
End of this report period: 6 August 2002.

New outbreak:

Location No. of outbreaks

Gura Camencii village, Floresti sector, Soroca district 1

Description of affected population in the new outbreak: 10-month-old fattening pigs (weight 130-
140 kg).

Total number of animals in the new outbreak:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

sui 8 311 34 ... ... ...

Diagnosis: 

On 21 July 2002, at a commercial farm in Gura Camencii, Floresti municipality, Soroca region, disease
was reported in two pigs from building No.1 (fattening) and four pigs were slaughtered. Samples were
sent to be tested for infectious disease. The results were negative.

On 23 July, a pig with a fever of 41.4ºC was slaughtered. A veterinary examination of the carcass and
organs did not reveal the characteristic signs of classical swine fever (CSF). Samples from that carcass
and from eight other slaughtered animals from the same building were sent to the national veterinary
diagnostic centre to be tested for infection. The results were negative.

On 25, 27 and 30 July, three more animals died. The test results were negative. 

On 29 July, six more animals were slaughtered. A veterinary examination of the organs revealed lesions
matching those of CSF. The tests conducted at the national veterinary diagnostic centre did not
establish infection.

On 1 August, samples were taken from two animals that had died and one that had been slaughtered.
One immunofluorescence test established CSF.

During the period from 21 July up to and including 6 August 2002, 34 animals died or had to be
slaughtered.



- 149 -

Epidemiology: 
A. Source of agent / origin of infection: it was found that livestock vaccinated against CSF in

January and February 2002 had attained the right weight in April-May, but were not sent to
slaughter, with the result that the average weight of each live pig at the end of July was more
than 140 kg. As a result of overcrowding, the high temperature of the air inside the building
(+35ºC) and the failure to provide the proper microclimatic conditions, the animals suffered
from heat stroke, and presented lowered resistance and immune dysfunction, and the
vaccinated animals developed CSF.

B. Other epidemiological details: the complex houses a total of 8,311 pigs. The disease was not
reported in the other groups of animals of different age and sex.

Control measures during reporting period: 

- Effective measures were taken (strict quarantine measures, stamping out, etc.) to prevent the
spread of the disease. 

- All the clinically healthy animals in the section that the dead and slaughtered animals came from
were sent to slaughter and processed in compliance with veterinary health requirements.

- Susceptible animals in the zone at risk were vaccinated.

- Control of wildlife reservoirs.

- Screening.

The situation has stabilised.

*
*   *

HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IN CHILE
Follow-up report No. 5

Translation of information received on 7 August 2002 from Dr Hernan Rojas Olavarria, Director,
Department of Animal Protection, Department of Agriculture and Animal Production (SAG), Ministry of
Agriculture, Santiago:

End of previous report period: 1 July 2002 (see Disease Information, 5 [27], 115, dated 5 July 2002).
End of this report period: 6 August 2002.

a. Avian influenza situation in the province of San Antonio (Region V - Valparaíso)

Sanitation measures are continuing in the primary outbreak area. In localities depopulated of birds
in the secondary outbreak area sanitation activities are being carried out. The unaffected localities
in the secondary outbreak area are still under surveillance; there has been no increase in mortality
and serological and virus isolation tests have yielded negative results to date. 

In both outbreak areas, the isolates obtained have been typed as highly pathogenic H7N3 strain by
the Reference Laboratories in Ames, Iowa (United States of America) and Weybridge (United
Kingdom). Investigation is continuing as to the origin of the disease in these breeding farms.

From the information so far it can be concluded that the disease has not spread to other breeding
farms. There has been epidemiological silence in the infected area since 19 June, 2002, when the
last bird affected by the disease was slaughtered and buried.

Serological surveillance is still being carried out in the adjoining area, where the biosecurity
measures are still in force.

b. Avian influenza situation at the national level

In regard to the breeding farms where there has been positive serology for avian influenza but which
are not related to the infection, follow-up of these establishments reveals normal ranges for
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mortality and production parameters for this genetic line. Furthermore, negative results were also
yielded by RT-PCR(1) tests and virus isolation from tracheal and cloacal swabs. 

The breeding farms continue to be under sero-epidemiological surveillance and to date no
manifestation of infection has been detected.

Furthermore, the SAG virology laboratory, working in co-operation with experts from the Southeast
Poultry Research Laboratory in Athens, Georgia, United States of America, carried out PCR tests for
type A influenza virus identification, and RT-PCR tests for type H5 on two flasks of inactivated
vaccine against inclusion body hepatitis (IBH) virus. The results from both tests were positive.
Flasks of this inactivated vaccine were sent to the laboratories in Ames and Weybridge in addition to
the Athens laboratory. The positive results were confirmed by the Weybridge and Ames laboratories.

The facts stated in the previous paragraph confirm the hypothesis that the positive serology
originated from the use of vaccines contaminated with avian influenza antigen. The H5N2
serological type found on these two breeding farms is consistent with the use of the previously-
mentioned inactivated IBH virus in their preventative management programme.

It follows from this information that the avian influenza situation in Chile is limited to the geographic
area of the V Region and that it is under control. So far about 97,000 samples from all over the
country have been processed. The poultry farms have stepped up their biosecurity measures.

If the results of the second national survey indicate that there has been no change in the situation,
it will then be possible to proceed with the regionalisation of the country in regard to avian influenza.
The final report on sanitary situation will be available for distribution after the conclusion of the
national survey.

(1) RT-PCR: reverse transcriptase — polymerase chain reaction.

*
*   *
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SWINE VESICULAR DISEASE IN ITALY
in Emilia-Romagna region

(Date of last previously reported outbreak in Emilia-Romagna region: January 1999).

EMERGENCY REPORT

Information received on 7 August 2002 from Dr Romano Marabelli, Director General of Veterinary
Services, Ministry of Public Health, Rome:

Report date: 23 July 2002.

Date of suspected outbreak: 30 May 2002.
Date of confirmation of diagnosis: 6 June 2002.

Outbreak:

Registration No. Location

2002/149 Montescudo district, Rimini province

Total number of animals in the outbreak:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

sui 1 083 ... 8 1 075 0

*
*   *

NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN DENMARK
Follow-up report No. 2

Information received on 8 and 9 August 2002 from Dr Preben Willeberg, Chief Veterinary Officer,
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration, Søborg:

End of previous report period: 1 August 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [31], 139, dated 2 August
2002).
End of this report period: 8 August 2002.

New outbreaks:

Location No. of new outbreaks

Southern Jutland (Sønderjyllands) county 41

Description of affected population: the total number of detected outbreaks of Newcastle disease is
now 118 of which 110 are in backyard flocks. Only 8 commercial flocks have been infected.

Causal agent: the Reference Laboratory of Weybridge (United Kingdom) indicated that two isolates that
have been characterised belong to the Paramyxovirus-1 subtype and have been placed in the C1 group
(velogenic viruses).

Epidemiology: the high number of cases does not reflect an ongoing spread of the infection. On the
contrary, the dissemination took place via a tradesman in South Jutland having sold contaminated
hens to a number of backyard flock holders, which are being identified.

All the recently registered outbreaks are situated within the restricted areas that have been
established. There is no indication of any active spread of Newcastle disease among poultry, either
within the affected flocks or to other flocks. In backyard flocks consisting of poultry of different origin
only the birds originating from the above-mentioned tradesman react positively in the laboratory tests.
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Control measures:

The 118 positive flocks have been killed and destroyed.

A number of restrictions have been introduced in order to limit the epizootic. Around the infected flocks,
3-km and 10-km zones have been established. Within the zones, poultry cannot be moved without
permission from the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration. 

In addition to the protection measures laid down in the European Union legislation, Denmark
introduced on 26 July 2002 a total ban on the export of live poultry and the ban was extended on
7 August to include hatching eggs. 

*
*   *
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TULAREMIA IN PRAIRIE DOGS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

EMERGENCY REPORT

Information received on 8 August 2002 from Dr Peter Fernandez, Associate Deputy Administrator,
International Services, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington, DC:

Report date: 8 August 2002.

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory.
Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 1 August 2002.
Estimated date of first infection: the epizootic is believed to have started in mid-July 2002.

Outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Lewisville, Denton County, State of Texas 1 exotic animal export facility

Description of affected population: prairie dogs (Cynomys sp.) wild-caught in the States of Texas and
South Dakota.

Total number of animals in the outbreak:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

fau 3 600 ... 250 approx. 150 0

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Division of Vector Borne Diseases, Centers for

Disease Control (CDC), Fort Collins, State of Colorado.
B. Diagnostic tests used: direct fluorescent antibody assay.
C. Causal agent: Francisella tularensis, serotype B.

Epidemiology: 
A. Source of agent / origin of infection: unknown.
B. Mode of spread: direct contact.

The captive wild prairie dogs were part of a group of prairie dogs destined for intrastate, interstate and
international export. Approximately half of the animals were shipped before showing signs of illness.
Within the United States, potentially exposed animals were shipped to the States of Georgia, Florida,
Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, Texas and Virginia. Internationally, potentially exposed animals were sent to
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands and Spain.

The ongoing investigations include:

- trace-back and trace-forward of all animals from the facility, 

- identification of persons at risk for infection, 

- design and implementation of prevention and control recommendations, 

- ecologic/environmental/microbiologic studies of the animals and animal facilities, 

- assessment of contamination of the environment, and 

- development and implementation of recommendations to reduce risk of exposure to potentially
infectious animals or environmental sources.

Control measures: quarantine of affected premises, depopulation of affected/exposed prairie dogs.

*
*   *
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
 Follow-up report No. 5 (lifting of all the controlled zones)

Information received on 9 August 2002 from Dr Hee-Woo Lee, Director, Animal Health Division, Ministry
of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF), Seoul:

End of previous report period: 28 June 2002 (see Disease Information, 15 [27], 113, dated 5 July
2002).
End of this report period: 9 August 2002.

Since 23 June 2002 when the last case of foot and mouth disease (FMD) was confirmed, no new
cases have been diagnosed.

All the at-risk and protection zones, which were established around the FMD infected places between
2 May and 23 June 2002, were lifted on 7 August 2002. 

As a result, the restriction measures relating to the movement of live cloven-hoofed animals and their
products have also been lifted. 

The removal of controlled zones was decided on the basis of favourable results from serological and/or
virological testing conducted in the zones in accordance with the guidelines for controlling foreign
animal diseases.

Current situation in the affected areas

Location No. of
outbreaks

Period of outbreak Completion of
stamping-out

Lifting of
protection zone

Lifting of
at-risk zone

Anseong City, Kyonggi Province 9 2 May ~ 23 June 24 June 28 July 7 August

Pyongtaek City, Kyonggi Province 1 2 June 6 June 12 July 20 July

Yonggin City, Kyonggi Province 4 10 May ~ 19 May 22 May 28 July 7 August

Jinchon County, Chungbuk
Province

2 3 May ~ 12 May 15 May 15 June 24 June

The Veterinary Services of the Republic of Korea continues with every effort to confirm FMD freedom in
its territory, including nation-wide on-the-farm inspection and epidemiological surveillance.

*
*   *


