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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM/GREAT BRITAIN
Follow-up report No. 2

Text of a fax received on 9 March 2001 from Dr J.M. Scudamore, Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, London:

End of previous report period:  23 February 2001 (see Disease Information, 14 [9], 39, dated 2 March
2001).
End of this report period: 9 March 2001.

An outbreak of foot and mouth disease (FMD) was confirmed in pigs at an abattoir in the County of
Essex on 20 February 2001. Laboratory examinations carried out at the Institute for Animal Health
Pirbright (United Kingdom) on tissue samples taken from the affected animals showed that the isolated
virus was FMD type O, Pan Asia strain. 

The total number of confirmed outbreaks of FMD in Great Britain currently stands at one hundred and
fifteen (115). In addition, a single outbreak of FMD was also confirmed in Northern Ireland on 1 March
linked with the movement of infected sheep from Great Britain.

The majority of outbreaks have involved sheep destined for slaughter, though disease has also been
diagnosed in cattle and pigs. In addition to holdings on which disease has been confirmed, animals on
95 holdings considered to be at risk from FMD through contacts with an infected holding have also
been killed. A total of 86,259 animals (13,660 cattle, 67,312 sheep, 613 goats and 4,674 pigs) are
on the 115 holdings where FMD has been confirmed and 19,495 animals (5,527 cattle, 13,564
sheep, 2 goats and 402 pigs) on the 95 holdings considered at risk from FMD.

On the basis of current epidemiological knowledge, a pig holding in the County of Tyne and Wear is
thought to have been the source of the subsequent outbreaks, infection having been introduced into
the holding in early February. Thereafter, the disease spread to a cluster of holdings in the County of
Essex through the movement of pigs and people and local airborne spread, and to sheep and cattle
holdings in other parts of Great Britain initially through the movement of sheep through markets and
subsequently by local spread around infected holdings. These movements took place before the
suspected presence of FMD in the country was first notified to the authorities on 19 February.
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All the measures foreseen in Council Directive 85/511/EEC have been applied. Protection and
surveillance zones with a radius of at least 3 km and 10 km, respectively, have been imposed around
each infected holding, the surveillance zones having been extended to take account of natural barriers
and the prevailing wind conditions at the time between in the introduction of disease and its first
detection, as appropriate. All FMD susceptible animals on the 115 holdings where the disease has
been confirmed and on the 95 holdings considered at risk have been killed and their carcases
destroyed.

On 23 February 2001, The Foot and Mouth Disease Declaratory (Controlled) Area Order 2001 made the
whole of England and Wales a controlled area for the purposes of FMD control and banned the
movement of all FMD susceptible animals and their carcases except under license. The holding of
fairs, markets, shows or other gatherings of animals was also banned. Identical legislation was made
in Scotland. The Order expired on 2 March and was replaced by The Foot and Mouth Disease
Declaratory (Controlled Area)(England & Wales)(No 2) Order 2001, which, while continuing to prohibit
the movement of all FMD susceptible animals and their carcases in the whole of England and Wales,
provided for the movement of animals of any species direct to abattoirs for slaughter under official
control. Again, identical legislation was made in Scotland.

On 21 February 2001, European Commission Decision 2001/145 came into force and banned the
export from the whole of the United Kingdom of live animals, germplasm, fresh meat, meat products,
milk and milk products, hides and skins of FMD susceptible species. Derogations to the export ban
were given for the above commodities subject to the conditions laid down in the Decision. It was
implemented through The Export Restrictions (Foot & Mouth Disease) Regulations 2001. Subsequently,
Commission Decisions 2001/172 and 2001/190 have renewed the ban which is currently in force
until 27 March 2001.

Further information on the disease, the location of outbreaks in Great Britain and the measures in
place to bring it under control can be found on the MAFF website www.maff.gov.uk.

*
*   *

Extract of a fax received on 15 March 2001 from Dr J.M. Scudamore, Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, London:

Report date: 14 March 2001.

Number of outbreaks by county confirmed as of 14 March 2001

Localisation No.

Anglesey 5

 Berkshire 2

Cheshire 1

Co Durham 15

Cornwall 2

Cumbria 72

Derbyshire 7

Devon 35

Dumfries & Galloway 37

Essex 9

Gloucestershire 5

Herefordshire 6

Kent 2

Lancashire 5

Leicestershire 2

http://www.maff.gov.uk/


- 51 -

Northamptonshire 1

North Yorkshire 1

Northumberland 2

Oxfordshire 2

Powys 10

Somerset 1

Staffordshire 7

Tyne & Wear 11

Warwickshire 1

West Yorkshire 1

Wiltshire 6

Worcestershire 7

TOTAL 255

Number of susceptible animals in the outbreaks:

cattle sheep pigs goats

36,864 124,447 4,942 26

*
* *

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN MONGOLIA
Follow-up report No. 2

Text of a fax received on 10 March 2001 from Dr Ravdan Sanjaatogtokh, Director, State Veterinary
Services, Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Ulaanbaatar:

End of previous report period: 19 February 2001 (see Disease Information, 14 [8], 33, dated 9 March
2001).
End of this report period: 1 March 2001.

New outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Khentii 1

Total number of animals in the new outbreaks:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

bov + ovi + cap ... ... ... ... 0

Causal agent: FMD virus type O (O 1759/Mongolia/2001).

Control measures: the vaccination has started in five counties of Khentii province.

*
*   *
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN FRANCE

(Date of last previously reported outbreak: 1981).

EMERGENCY REPORT

Translation of synthesis of three e-mails received on 13, 14 and 16 March 2001 from Dr Isabelle
Chmitelin, Deputy Director General, General Directorate for Food, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,
Paris:

Report date:  13 March 2001.

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory.

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 12 March 2001.

Outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

Mayenne department 1

Description of affected population:  dairy cows and young bulls.

Total number of animals in the outbreak:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

ovi 114 6 0 114 0

Diagnosis: following the discovery of six cattle presenting a clinical picture suggestive of foot and
mouth disease (FMD), samples were taken and the six cattle were immediately slaughtered. 

A. Laboratory where diagnostic was made: AFSSA (french food safety agency), Maisons-Alfort.

B. Diagnostic tests made: complement fixation, ELISA, cell culture.

C. Causal agent: FMD virus ; serotyping in progress. 

D. Source of agent / origin of infection: the animals became infected after having been in close
proximity to sheep imported from the United Kingdom. The imported sheep, kept in a holding
500 metres from the affected establishment, were slaughtered and then destroyed (as were in-
contact animals) on 27 February 2001. They had originated from British outbreak No. 11
(Llangaron, Herefordshire). 

Control measures during reporting period: 

As the first results of tests were positive, the 114 dairy cows and young bulls present in the
establishment were all slaughtered during the night of 12 to 13 March and then destroyed in situ by
incineration. 

In addition, two pig farms (a total of 2,000 animals) within the zone of potential airborne spread of the
virus were slaughtered and destroyed as a precautionary measure on 14 March 2001. Furthermore,
consignments of gilts which left these two farms on 27 February were traced to seven holdings, which
were then placed under the surveillance of the Veterinary Services and the consignments of gilts were
destroyed. 

The triggering of the foot and mouth disease alert plan by the Prefecture of the Mayenne led to the
setting up of protection (3 km) and surveillance (10 km) zones around the affected establishment in
accordance with Community and national provisions.

A decision by the European Commission was given a favourable opinion by the Standing Veterinary
Committee (SVC) of the European Union on 13 March. It comprises two parts:

- The departments of Mayenne and Orne are subject to measures identical to those in the United
Kingdom: ban on the movement of live animals of susceptible species (ruminants, pigs), their
genetic material (semen, ova, embryos), and animal products derived from these animals (unless
these products have been obtained from animals slaughtered before 16  February  or  from animals
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raised and slaughtered outside these departments, or if they have been treated in such a way as to
inactivate the FMD virus). It is also is made compulsory for all vehicles used to transport animals in
these departments to be systematically cleaned and disinfected after each use.

- All other metropolitan departments are subject to a ban on the movement of live animals of
susceptible species and their genetic material (shipments to other Member States or exports to
third countries). Furthermore, vehicles collecting milk from holdings with animals of susceptible
species must be cleaned and disinfected before leaving the department.

This decision, which will be formally adopted at midnight on 14 March 2001, will remain in force until
27 March. It will be reviewed at a meeting of the SVC on 20 March in light of changes in the situation.

*
* *

Translation of an e-mail received on 16 March 2001 from Dr Isabelle Chmitelin, Head, International
Health Coordinating Mission, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Paris:

Report date: 15 March 2001.

Protection measures against foot and mouth disease implemented in France:

• Drastic control measures on susceptible animals imported from the United Kingdom: detection of
farms involved, euthanasia of imported animals and in-contact animals, serological testing

• Temporary control measures on the movement of animals of susceptible species and of equine
species throughout France

1 — Measures relating to animal at risk

1.1 — Veterinary investigations

From 21 February 2001, an investigation, based on the ANIMO system, was carried out into the
movements of animals of susceptible species imported into France since 15 January 2001. The data
thus obtained revealed 23 establishments that had been first recipients of sheep from the United
Kingdom. These establishments, located in 17 French departments, received 60 consignments,
totalling 19,660 sheep. The investigation into the movements of these animals within France from the
first recipient centres enabled us:

- to determine that approximately 10,000 animals were slaughtered before 21 February: the
corresponding carcasses were detained and either destroyed or sent back to the United Kingdom;

- to identify 58 establishments holding sheep originating from the United Kingdom (of the 23 first-
recipient establishments, 22 were still holding sheep of British origin; 36 establishments received
such animals as second recipients). No movement relating to other susceptible species was
identified. 

Furthermore, the results of an investigation carried out by the Dutch Veterinary Services on movements
of sheep from the United Kingdom that had been imported into the Netherlands after 1 February 2001
and re-forwarded from the Netherlands to other Member States helped to    identify a further 19 farms
in 14 French departments that had received animals "at risk": 37 consignments of sheep, totalling
9,372 animals, were thus imported.

Thus, sheep from the United Kingdom were delivered to 25 French departments.

The following preventive measures have been implemented in all the establishments holding animals
"at risk":

- establishment placed under quarantine and clinical examination of all the animals present;

- euthanasia in situ of all sheep from the United Kingdom and of all animals of susceptible species
having been in contact with animals of British origin;

- burial in situ or incineration of the cadavers of euthanised animals;
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- blood samples taken from 10% of the euthanised animals of British origin (with a minimum of
30  samples per consignment) and samples sent to AFSSA (national reference laboratory) for
serological and virological testing;

- animals of non susceptible species present in establishments where euthanasia measures have
been applied are confined for a period of 7 days after the last animal was euthanised;

1.2 — Results of the investigations in progress (as of 14 March 2001).

To date, 36,502 animals (17,861 sheep and 1 pig, all from the United Kingdom ; 18,098 "in contact"
sheep; 428 "in contact" cattle; 114 other "in contact" animals) have been euthanised;

A total of 4,709 blood samples have been taken and the first results received from AFSSA (on
13 March 2001 at 6 p.m.) reported:

- 2,402 negative samples;

- 362 serologically positive samples from 22 establishments which had held sheep from the
United Kingdom.

The definitive results provided by AFSSA enabled surveillance in respect of 62 "serogically negative"
holdings to be lifted after disinfection. 

The 22 aforementioned "serogically negative" establishments are situated in the following
13 departments:

No. of euthanised animals Department No. of
establishments

from the United Kingdom "in contact" animals

Aisne 1 900 sheep** 19 sheep

Cher 3 233 sheep 1,643 sheep and 46 cattle*

Isère  1 42 sheep 

Loire-Atlantique 1 30 sheep 190 sheep 

Loiret 1 2,539 sheep 1,410 sheep

Mayenne 3 769 sheep 523 sheep, 1 cattle and 3 pigs

Oise 3 291 sheep 1,700 sheep

Pas-de-Calais 4 608 sheep 

Rhône 1 42 sheep 45 sheep, 80 cattle and 40 pigs

Seine-Maritime 1 201 sheep 

Seine et Marne 1 400 sheep 1400 sheep, 30 cattle and 12
pigs

Seine Saint-Denis 1 810 sheep 

Vienne 1 346 sheep 2,220 sheep and 10 cattle

* samples were taken from 2 cattle that presented clinical signs suggestive of foot and mouth disease: the results were
negative (serologically and virologically negative)
* * This establishment no longer held any sheep of British origin. 

All susceptible animals were euthanised. Furthermore, prefectorial orders declaring and delineating a
3-km exclusion zone around these holdings were issued in the affected departments. 

Results of reported clinical suspicions

Since the setting up of intensified surveillance for foot and mouth disease, 42 clinical suspicions have
been officially reported to the Veterinary Services in 31 departments. To date, all the results of tests
have been negative.
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2 — Measures aimed at controlling animal movements.

2.1 — Measures relating to departments in which positive serological results have been obtained.

From 4 March 2001, prefectorial orders placing restriction measures on animal movements were
issued in the departments concerned:

- ban on the movement and transport of animals of susceptible species;

- within a 10-km radius of establishments where positive results have been obtained, implementation
of the following restrictions:

• ban on animal gatherings (markets, fairs, exhibitions), whatever the species;

• ban on the transport of any animals (whatever the species);

• ban on animals of susceptible species entering or leaving the delimited zone;

• identification, isolation and quarantining of establishments holding animals of susceptible
species;

• disinfection of vehicles and containers used for the transport of animal cadavers, milk, meat
and other material capable of transporting the virus;

• ban on artificial insemination;

• setting up of facilities to disinfect the wheels of vehicles and the shoes of personnel in
establishments at risk (abattoirs, rendering plants, dairies, cattle feed storage depots, etc.);

• setting up of a separate milk collection circuit for farms situated in the intensified surveillance
zone. 

2.2 — Other movement control measures on the national territory

The movement and transport of animals of susceptible species (cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and other bi-
ungulates) and equids in France has been prohibited by ministerial decree. These restrictions cover
national movements, exports, imports and the transit in France of animals from other countries.

The transit of slaughter animals in collection centres and the circuits for collecting animals from
various establishments before they are taken to the abattoir are also prohibited.

However, movements from livestock-rearing establishments directly to a French abattoir or to an
abattoir situated in another Member State are authorised. In the case of movement from a French
establishment to a French abattoir, the animals must be moved under cover of a sanitary movement
permit (LPS: laissez passer sanitaire). In the case of direct movement from a livestock-rearing
establishment to an abattoir situated in another country, transportation is authorised on condition that
the animals are accompanied by a sanitary certificate for slaughter animals and are taken directly to
the abattoir of destination.

The importation of slaughter animals into France is also authorised on condition that the animals are
accompanied by a sanitary certificate for slaughter animals issued by the Veterinary Authorities of the
country of origin and that they are taken directly to the abattoir to which they have been consigned
situated in France or in another country.

Furthermore, with regard to equids, measures providing for derogations to the ban on movement and
transport have been adopted, subject to the movement being notified to the Veterinary Services of the
departments of departure and arrival and the implementation of the prescribed disinfection procedures
for vehicles, equids and accompanying personnel. 

These conditions also apply to equids from other countries imported into France: notification of
importation is to be made to the Veterinary Services of the department of destination in France.

Furthermore, any transit of equids in France is authorised subject to the following conditions being
respected:

- no unloading during transport;
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- only major trunk roads to be used;

- cleaning and disinfection of vehicles before animals are loaded.

In addition, for equids from the United Kingdom, the animal transporter must be able to provide a
disinfection certificate. 

These equids must be acompanied by a sanitary certificate stating that they have not been in a
protection or surveillance zone during the 14 days prior to the certification date. 

*
*   *

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN ARGENTINA

(Date of last previously reported outbreak: April 1994).

EMERGENCY REPORTS

Synthesis of e-mails received on 13 and 16 March 2001 from Dr Eduardo Jesús Greco, Deputy
Executive President, National Service for Agrifood Health and Quality (SENASA), Secretariat for
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food, Buenos Aires:

Report dates:  12, 13, 14 and 15 March 2001.

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory.

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 12 March 2001.

Outbreaks:

Location No. of outbreaks

district of Rivadavia, Buenos Aires 1

Chapalenfu department,  La Pampa province 1

Union department, Cordoba province 1

General Lopez department, Santa Fe province 1

Gobernador Dupuy, San Luis province 1

Description of affected population:  dairy cows and 1- to 2-year-old young bulls; in La Pampa outbreak
some were more than 2 years old.

Total number of animals in the outbreaks:

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered

bov 7,106 450 ... ... ...

Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Central Laboratory of SENASA.

Diagnosis tests used: in serum: detection of antibodies using ELISA; in epithelium: direct typing by
ELISA. 

Causal agent: virus type A. 

Source of agent / origin of infection: the origin of the infection is under investigation.

Control measures during reporting period: with regard to this situation, the SENASA has implemented
all the preventive measures recommended by the OIE, as well as those contained in SENASA
resolutions Nos. 479 and 779/99, and will continue to guarantee the hygiene of the products it
currently certifies. Consequently, certification will be restricted for destinations where this
epidemiological situation represents a constraint and for any product which may constitute a risk, as
indicated in the OIE directives relating to this disease. 

Movement control inside the country, screening, vaccination.
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The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever by the Central Bureau of the
Office International des Epizooties concerning the legal status of any country or territory mentioned, or its authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

Unless otherwise stated, material published is derived from declarations made to the Central Bureau by the Veterinary Administrations of the countries and territories
mentioned.
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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN ISRAEL
Follow-up report No. 1

Translation of an e-mail received on 15 March 2001 from Dr Oded Nir, Director of Veterinary and
Animal Health Services, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Beit Dagan

End of previous report:  9 March 2001 (see Disease Information 14 [10], 45, dated 9 March 2001).
End of this report period: 13 March 2001.

No new outbreaks have been registered. 

Control measures during reporting period: carcasses, eggs, litter, remaining feed and plastic curtains
were buried and covered by lime and 2 metres of soil. The premises were cleaned and disinfected with
formalin and caustic soda, this procedure ending on 15 February 2001. The area of the outbreak
contains farms with different poultry species. The farms, which are predominately modern production
units, are under constant veterinarian care and the supervision of the Gilat Government Poultry Disease
Laboratory, which is the regional administrative authority responsible for monitoring poultry health in
the area.

In the area of the outbreak and in the village there are no other holdings of poultry. All poultry holdings
of a radius of 10 km within the outbreak were checked serologically and/or clinically for Newcastle
Disease. There were no indications of infection on any of these farms. 

*
* *


