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VESICULAR STOMATITIS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
in the State of Arizona 

(Date of last previously reported outbreak in this State: October 1997). 

EMERGENCY REPORT 

Text of a fax received on 19 June 1998 from Dr J.M. Arnoldi, Deputy Administrator, Veterinary Services, 
United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC: 

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory. 
Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 6 June 1998. 
Estimated date of first infection: 5 June 1998. 
 

Location No. of outbreaks 

Kingman, Mojava County, State of Arizona 1 

Total number of animals in the outbreak: 

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

equ 130 1 0 0 0 

Diagnosis: one horse has clinical signs compatible with vesicular stomatitis (slobbering with blood-
tinged saliva; severe epithelial sloughing on anterior two-thirds of tongue and anterior half of hard 
palate). 

A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: National Veterinary Services Laboratory, Ames, Iowa. 
B. Diagnostic tests used: virus neutralisation (the horse exhibited a four-fold increase in 

neutralising antibody titres in paired sera collected at least seven days apart). 
C. Causal agent: vesicular stomatitis virus, Indiana type. 

Epidemiology: epidemiological studies in progress. 

Control measures during reporting period: quarantine and movement control inside the country; 
vesicular stomatitis is a notifiable disease. 

* 
*  * 
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POISONING BY SIMARUBA AMARA IN ARGENTINA 
in equids (follow-up report) 

[issued on 26 June 1998 under the following title:] 
Unidentified condition in equids in Argentina 

FOLLOW-UP REPORT NO. 1 

Translation of a fax received on 19 June 1998 from Dr L.O. Barcos, President of the National 
Department of Agrarian Health (SENASA), Ministry of Economy, Public Works and Services, 
Buenos Aires: 

End of previous report period: 5 June 1998 (see Disease Information, 11 [23], 85, dated 12 June 
1998). 
End of this report period: 18 June 1998. 

Epidemiological status: 

The disease continues to be limited to the four establishments in and around the Federal Capital where 
it began. The ban on the entry and departure of horses imposed on these establishments is being 
maintained. The morbidity rate registered was between 20% and 30% in the two establishments in the 
Federal Capital, and one single case out of 80 horses and four cases out of 50 horses in the other two 
establishments, respectively. The two deaths registered in only one of the clubs, out of 65 sick 
animals, were not related to this problem. No new cases have emerged since 11 May 1998 in three of 
the four establishments, with the same trend being found in the remaining club since that date. In all 
of the cases, the course of the disease is favourable, with complete remission of the symptoms in 
most of the affected animals. 

According to reports from SENASA personnel received from throughout the national territory, and from 
neighbouring countries which have had horses in transit through the Argentine Republic in the past 
30 days, no similar symptomatology has been identified. In view of the above, Official Resolution 
No. 667 of 11 June 1998 lifted the restrictions on transit and equestrian activities, implemented on 
5 June 1998, with equestrian events being authorised under the control of official veterinarians and a 
state of alert and vigilance being maintained. Likewise, import and export operations are now 
authorised. 

Diagnostic advances: 

The diagnostic laboratory tests carried out to date do not indicate any link between the episode and the 
following diseases: vesicular stomatitis (Indiana and New Jersey strains), African horse sickness, 
glanders, dourine, piroplasmosis, equine viral arteritis, equine adenovirus and equine rhinopneumonitis 
(HVE-1). 

Other investigations in progress: 

The lines of investigation being pursued include microbiology and toxicology.  

* 
*  * 
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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN VENEZUELA 

(Date of last previously reported outbreak: 1993). 

Extract from the monthly report of Venezuela for March 1998, received on 19 June 1998 from 
Dr Z. Graff, Director of Animal Health, Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Production, Caracas: 

Total number of outbreaks in March 1998: 1 (one). 

Location of the outbreak: State of Aragua. 

Description of affected population: 42-day-old broilers. 

Total number of animals in the outbreak: 

susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

100,000 9,000 9,000 0 91,000 

Diagnosis: laboratory findings are compatible with a velogenic strain. Typing is under way in order to 
establish whether the strain is neurotropic or viscerotropic. 

Epidemiology: no cases have been reported from the neighbouring farms. 

Control measures during reporting period: slaughter of all chickens on the premises; continuous 
surveillance within the locality. 

* 
*   * 

CANINE RABIES IN FRANCE 
in Gard department 

EMERGENCY REPORT 

Translation of a fax received on 24 June 1998 from Dr M. Eloit, Deputy Head, Department of Food 
Quality and Animal and Plant Health Actions, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Paris: 

Location of the outbreak: Gard department, Languedoc-Roussillon region (in the south of the country). 

Description of affected animal: an abandoned dog (a cross between a German shepherd dog and a 
Siberian husky) found in Nîmes was taken to a veterinary surgery on 26 May 1998, and died on 28 
May 1998 at the dog pound of the Animal Protection Society in Vallerargues. 

Total number of animals in the outbreak: 

susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

7 1 1 6* 0 

* domestic carnivores in contact with the affected dog at the veterinary surgery or dog pound. 

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Pasteur Institute, Paris. 
B. Diagnostic tests used: immunofluorescence, ELISA and virus isolation on cell culture. 
C. Causal agent: genotype 1 lyssavirus. This is not the same as fox virus responsible for the 

epizootic of sylvatic rabies in France during the past three decades. 
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Source of agent / origin of infection: this canine strain is not of European origin. It is close to a strain 
found in the north of Egypt. It seems likely that the strain originates, directly or indirectly, from that 
region of Africa and/or the Middle East. The dog was probably introduced illegally into the territory of 
the European Union. 

Control measures during reporting period: the Gard department has been officially declared infected 
with rabies, by Order of 8 June 1998, published in the Journal Officiel de la République Française on 
10 June 1998. 

* 
*   * 
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