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HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IN AUSTRALIA 
The Delegate declares his country free from the disease 

FOLLOW-UP REPORT  NO. 4 

Text of an e-mail received on 12 June 1998 from Dr G. Murray, Chief Veterinary Officer, Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy, Canberra: 

On 1 December 1997, Dr G. Murray, Chief Veterinary Officer of Australia, advised the OIE of a localised 
outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in the Tamworth area of New South Wales, 
Australia. Further progress reports on the outbreak and on the stamping-out procedures adopted were 
forwarded on 9 and 17 December 1997. 

On 7 January 1998, the OIE was advised that zonal freedom status had been regained for the declared 
infected and surveillance areas around the infected farms (see Disease Information, 11 [2], 6, dated 9 
January 1998). 

In accordance with the guidelines of the OIE International Animal Health Code for HPAI, Australia now 
declares that it has regained national freedom from the disease. Over six months have now elapsed 
since the successful completion of a stamping-out programme for the disease outbreak, based on 
slaughter and safe disposal of all birds on the three infected farms, disinfection of premises, 
quarantine and movement controls, and intense surveillance. No further HPAI infection has been 
detected in Australia during this period. 

* 
*   * 

LUMPY SKIN DISEASE IN BOTSWANA 

(Date of last previously reported outbreak: January 1997). 

Extract from the monthly report of Botswana for April 1998, received on 16 June 1998 from 
Dr M.V. Raborokgwe, Director of Animal Health and Production, Ministry of Agriculture, Gaborone: 

Total number of outbreaks in April 1998: 1 (one). 

Location of the outbreak: Kasane-Mabele, Chobe district (17o 59' S - 24o 39' E). 
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VESICULAR STOMATITIS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

(Date of last previously reported outbreak: 13 May 1998). 

EMERGENCY REPORT 

Text of a fax received on 18 June 1998 from Dr J.M. Arnoldi, Deputy Administrator, Veterinary Services, 
United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC: 

Nature of diagnosis: clinical and laboratory. 
Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 29 May 1998. 
Estimated date of first infection: 25 May 1998. 
 

Location No. of outbreaks 

Balmorhea, Reeves County, State of Texas 1 

Total number of animals in the outbreak: 

species susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

bov 15 0 0 0 0 

equ 7 4 0 0 0 

Diagnosis: four of seven horses on the premises exhibited epithelial erosion of lips; two of these four 
exhibited epithelial erosions on the tip and lateral surfaces of the tongue. 

A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: National Veterinary Services Laboratory, Ames, Iowa. 
B. Diagnostic tests used: complement fixation test. 
C. Causal agent: vesicular stomatitis virus, Indiana type. 

Epidemiology: epidemiological studies in progress. 

Control measures during reporting period: quarantine and movement control inside the country; 
vesicular stomatitis is a notifiable disease. 

* 
*   * 
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