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RINDERPEST IN INDIA 
The Delegate declares the peninsular zone "provisionally free" from the disease 

Summary of a fax received on 22 April 1998 from Mr N.K. Sinha, Secretary to the Government of India, 
Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Ministry of Agriculture, New Delhi: 

With a view to eradicating rinderpest, India has been divided into four zones: A, B, C and D. 

In October 1995, the Delegate of India to the OIE declared Zones A, B and D "provisionally free from 
rinderpest" (see Disease Information, 8 [42], 133-134, dated 24 November 1995). In May 1996 he 
made a similar statement for the States of Goa and Maharashtra (see Disease Information, 9 [18], 55-
56, dated 17 May 1996). 

In accordance with the OIE document entitled Recommended Standards for Epidemiological 
Surveillance for Rinderpest: 

1. Each proposed zone has well-defined boundaries (see the map published on page 55 of 
Disease Information dated 17 May 1996). The Peninsular Zone (Zone C) comprises the States 
of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of Pondicherry. 

2. No rinderpest outbreaks have been detected in Zone C for at least two years, since the last 
incidence of rinderpest was reported in September 1995, in the State of Tamil Nadu, whereas 
the States of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and the Union Territory of Pondicherry have 
been free from rinderpest for more than four years. 

3. All rinderpest vaccination has been stopped in Zone C, with effect from 1 March 1998. 

4. & 5. Both clinical surveillance and disease reporting systems for rinderpest which exist in Zone C 
are adequate to detect clinical disease if present. All clinical evidence suggestive of rinderpest 
within the zone is investigated by field and laboratory methods: each village within the zone is 
surveyed for clinical/subclinical rinderpest-like diseases, and laboratory examinations are 
carried out whenever doubtful cases are noticed. The clinical material is subjected to agar-gel 
immunodiffusion test, followed, in the event of positive results, by IC-ELISA tests to 
differentiate between rinderpest and peste des petits ruminants. 

6. Effective methods are in force to prevent the reintroduction of the disease into Zone C from 
other parts of the country and from other countries: 
- Zone C States are bordered by the sea to the east and west and, in the peninsular region, 

to the south.  
- Inter-zone boundaries to the north are with Zone B States and Union Territories which have 

already been declared "provisionally free from rinderpest". The Zone B States and Union 
Territories have been under clinical surveillance for over three years and have been found 
free from rinderpest disease. Inter-State check posts examine the animals entering the 
zone. 

In view of the foregoing, the Government of India now declares that Zone C is "provisionally free from 
rinderpest", with effect from 1 March 1998. 
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JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS IN AUSTRALIA 
Incursion into the remote north of Queensland 

EMERGENCY REPORT 

Text of an e-mail received on 27 April 1998 from Dr G. Murray, Chief Veterinary Officer, Department of 
Primary Industries and Energy, Canberra: 

Evidence of Japanese encephalitis (JE) has now been identified in the Torres Strait and in Cape York 
Peninsula in the remote north of the State of Queensland. 

It is known that JE virus has been present in Torres Strait islands since 1995 (see Disease 
Information, 8 [23], 67, dated 30 June 1995). Since that time, we have maintained an enhanced 
surveillance programme in the region, including serosurveillance of sentinel animals. Periodic 
seroconversion during the latter part of the wet season (January-April) has indicated virus activity on 
islands in the northern Torres Strait. For the first time, evidence of infection has now been found in the 
Northern Peninsula Area (NPA) of Cape York Peninsula, on the mainland of Australia, through our 
surveillance programme. 

 

 

Affected humans 

There have been two human cases of the disease this year. The first was in a 12-year-old unvaccinated 
child on Badu island in the Torres Strait, on 13 March 1998. The second case was confirmed in a 
professional fisherman, at the mouth of the Mitchell River, western Cape York Peninsula, on 24 March 
1998. Both patients have recovered.  

Affected animals 

Blood samples have been collected from sentinel pigs in the Torres Strait and the northern area of 
Cape York Peninsula. Samples have also been harvested from domesticated and shot wild pigs in the 
Mitchell River area. 

Laboratory confirmation 

Attempts are being made to isolate virus from sentinel animals in order to confirm the presence of JE 
virus on the mainland, including the mouth of the Mitchell River where the second human case 
occurred. 

Torres Strait islands with positive sentinel pigs are Saibai, Badu, Moa and Mabuiag. Subsequent 
surveys of pigs present on Stephens, Darnley, Hammond and Prince of Wales Islands have shown 
evidence of infection.  
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On the mainland, seroconversions have occurred in some sentinel pigs located in the Bamaga area, in 
the Northern Peninsula Area. Seropositive animals have also been detected in one herd of 
domesticated wild pigs surveyed in the Mitchell River area on remote western Cape York.  

Diagnostic techniques used have included haemagglutination inhibition, serum neutralisation and 
polymerase chain reaction. 

Comment 

Human and animal health authorities in Queensland are currently cooperating to enhance surveillance 
programmes to determine the extent of the virus incursion. Under Australia’s monitoring strategy, 
sentinel pigs have been surveyed this summer, across the northern coastline. 

* 
*   * 

CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN MOLDAVIA 
Follow-up report 

FOLLOW-UP REPORT  NO. 1 

Translation of a fax received on 29 April 1998 from Dr V.M. Bahau, Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food, Kishinev: 

End of previous report period: 31 March 1998 (see Disease Information, 11 [13], 47, dated 3 April 
1998). 
End of this report period: 28 April 1998. 

The situation remains unchanged. No further morbidity or raised mortality has been reported, even in 
Building No. 12. 

The 703 animals in Buildings Nos. 8 and 9 that were of the required weight (110-115 kg) and clinically 
healthy were slaughtered in an abattoir and the products thus obtained were treated. 

Protection measures and quarantine were maintained in the affected establishment. 

* 
*   * 
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