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HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IN ITALY 

Follow-up report  No. 1 

Synthesis of the translation of two faxes received on 28 November and 3 December 1997 from 
Dr R. Marabelli, Director General of Veterinary Services, Ministry of Public Health, Rome: 

End of previous report period: 20 November 1997 (see Disease Information, 10 [47], 161). 
End of this report period: 3 December 1997. 

New outbreaks: 
Location No. of outbreaks 

Talmassons district, Udine province, Friuli Venezia Giulia region 1 

Giacciano con Barruchella district, Rovigo province, Veneto region 1 

Eraclea district, Venezia province, Veneto region 1 

Total number of outbreaks identified since 1 January 1997: six (6). 

Description of affected population in the new outbreaks: chickens, ducks, quail, pigeons, Guinea 
fowl (rural farms). 

Total number of animals in the new outbreaks: 

susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

366 63 42 324 0 

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Experimental Animal Disease Control Institute 

(IZS). 
B. Causal agent: virus of H5 serotype. 

Control measures during reporting period: completion of stamping out; application of all the 
restriction measures provided for under national and EU regulations. 

* 
*   * 
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HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IN AUSTRALIA 

Emergency report 

Text of a fax received on 1 December 1997 from Dr G. Murray, Chief Veterinary Officer, Department 
of Primary Industries and Energy, Canberra: 

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 15 November 1997. 
Estimated date of first infection: unknown. 
 

Location No. of outbreaks 

31o 1' S - 150o 50' E, near Tamworth, State of New South Wales 
(about 400 km north of Sydney) 

 
1 

Description of affected population: the disease has occurred on a farm complex that produces 
fertilized eggs of meat-producing birds under contract to a hatchery near Sydney.  

Total number of birds in the outbreak: 

susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

approx. 128,000 
laying hens 

... 40,000 
(as of 1 December)

... 0 

Diagnosis: diagnosis has been based on typical clinical signs and post-mortem findings and 
confirmatory laboratory tests.  

A. Diagnostic tests used:  
• Serological tests on paired sera. 
• Fluorescent antibody testing of impression smears of pancreas. 
• Isolation of the virus in inoculated embryonated eggs. 

B. Causal agent: preliminary typing has shown it to be a virus of H7 type. Neuraminidase 
subtyping is being carried out. Pathogenicity studies in experimental chickens are also under 
way. These tests should confirm whether this is a highly virulent strain. 

Epidemiology: clinical illness commenced on the farm as early as 15 November 1997, but was 
originally diagnosed by a private veterinary consultant as bacterial peritonitis, which appeared to 
respond to antibiotic medication. High mortality only commenced on 22-23 November, and reached 
95% in some sheds. 

A. Source of agent / origin of infection: the farm is located close to a watercourse frequented 
by wild water birds, which could be the source of infection through inadequate chlorination of 
the water supply. 

B. Other epidemiological details: 
• The hatchery is not believed to be infected as eggs are formalin fumigated as a routine 

both before leaving the Tamworth farm and before incubation at the Sydney hatchery, and 
no eggs from the Tamworth farm have hatched during the epidemiologically critical period. 

• The nearest major poultry production farm is more than 3 km distant.  

Control measures implemented by Government veterinary authorities in New South Wales:  
• The farm was placed in quarantine on 25 November 1997. 
• Declaration of a restricted zone of approximately 3 km around the farm. Determination of the size 

and scope of the restricted zone has been based on the isolated nature of the affected poultry farm 
and the small number of other poultry enterprises in the area. Epidemiological factors also support 
the inclusion of the watercourse and adjacent agriculture enterprises within 3 km of the affected 
farm. 

• A surveillance zone has been imposed for 10 km around the infected zone.  
• A comprehensive surveillance programme has been instituted. 
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• All birds on the infected farm will have been slaughtered by 2 December; disinfection procedures 
have also commenced. 

• As a precautionary measure, hatching eggs from the Tamworth farm at the hatchery near Sydney 
have also been destroyed. 

The disease has been regionalised according to the principles established by the OIE. Therefore, no 
restrictions have been placed on the movement of poultry or poultry products within Australia, except 
from the 10-km surveillance zone around the infected farm, i.e. the rest of Australia should be 
recognised as an avian influenza free zone. 

* 
*   * 

BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY IN LUXEMBOURG 

Translation of a fax received on 2 December 1997 from Dr J. Kremer, Director of the Administration of 
Veterinary Services, Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture and Rural Development, Luxembourg: 

Location of the outbreak: Givenich, canton of Echternach (in the eastern part of the country). 

Description of affected population: one case of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) was 
confirmed in a 4½-year-old cow (ear tag No. 875 528) in a farm comprising 136 head of cattle (with no 
other ruminants). 

Diagnosis:  
A. Clinical picture:  • behavioural changes, 

• loss of weight, 
• loss of coordination, 
• paralysis. 

B. Period of onset of clinical signs: one month from 3 October 1997. 
C. Laboratories where diagnosis was made: the diagnosis was made by the State Laboratory 

of Veterinary Medicine, Luxembourg on 26 November 1997, and was confirmed by the Central 
Veterinary Laboratory, Weybridge, United Kingdom on 1 December. 

Epidemiology: epidemiological survey under way. 

Control measures during reporting period:  
• stamping out (destruction by incineration of all cattle present on the farm); 
• examination of a number of brains; 
• cleansing and disinfection with caustic soda (2% sodium hydroxide). 

* 
*   * 
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VENEZUELAN EQUINE ENCEPHALOMYELITIS IN VENEZUELA 
Absence of outbreaks in 1997 

Translation of a fax received on 2 December 1997 from Dr Z. Graff, Director of Animal Health, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Animal Production, Caracas: 

There were no outbreaks of Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis in Venezuela in 1997 (see also OIE 
Bulletin vol. 108 No. 6, pp. 472-473). 

Through the Epidemiological Vigilance System, the Veterinary Services were notified of any 
suspected cases. A total of 240 equine serum samples were taken in 55 farms. The serological tests 
and virus isolation attempts carried out at the National Reference Laboratory (Institute of Veterinary 
Investigations) gave negative results. 

The Epidemiological Vigilance System is still in force, and the Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis 
Control Programme is currently in its final stage. 

* 
*   * 

THE DELEGATE OF BRAZIL DECLARES HIS COUNTRY FREE FROM BOVINE SPONGIFORM 
ENCEPHALOPATHY 

Text of a fax received on 3 December 1997 from Dr A.B. Sathler, Director, Animal Health Department, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Supply, Brasilia: 

Brazil declares itself free from bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), in accordance with the terms 
of Chapter 3.2.13 of the International Animal Health Code. 

In Brazil, BSE, scrapie and related animal pathologies are included in the group of exotic diseases for 
which the epidemiological surveillance system is always on the alert. BSE is considered a notifiable 
disease and has never been recorded on Brazilian territory. 

Furthermore, it is extremely unlikely that the pathogen may be found in the country, due to quarantine 
measures adopted for trade with affected areas and other relevant measures. The importation of 
cattle, goats and wild ruminants from the United Kingdom has been suspended since 1990. The 
importation of sheep has been suspended since 1985. Importation of cattle and bovine-derived 
products, mainly those are intended for animal use, has been prohibited from other BSE-infected 
countries. 

Importation of the following has also been suspended: 
• bovine and ovine embryos; 
• bovine semen; 
• beef and beef by-products; 
• bovine and ovine viscera (brain, spinal cord, thymus, tonsils, spleen and guts); 
• bone-, meat- and blood-meal; 
• animal feedstuffs made out of protein originating from domestic and wild ruminants; 
• organs, glands, tissues and organic fluid from cattle, sheep, goats and wild ruminants destined for 

the manufacturing of pharmaceutical products. 

A ban on feeding ruminants with, or including in their rations, animal protein other than milk and dairy 
products was adopted in 1996. This is covered by Ministerial Order No. 290 of 16 July 1997, signed by 
the Minister of Agriculture. 

Data relating to BSE epidemiological vigilance in Brazil: 
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• Total cattle population: 155,454,184. 
• Total ovine population: 19,950,000. 
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• Suspected cases of BSE between 1990 and 1997: none. 
• Cattle imported from the United Kingdom between 1990 and 1997: none. 
• Meat-and-bone meal imported from BSE-infected countries between 1990 and 1997: none. 

Since 1990, more than 3,000 samples from cattle with suspected rabies or other nervous diseases 
were histologically examined and found to be negative for BSE. 

No. of samples examined: 
 

Laboratory 
No. of samples 

examined 
from 1990 to 1996 

No. of samples 
examined 
in 1997 

Pesagro Animal Biology Laboratory, Rio de Janeiro 76 11 
Federal Rural University, Rio de Janeiro 380 120 
Federal University, Pelotas, Rio Grande do Sul 1,583 226 
Federal University, Santa Maria, Rio Grande do Sul 329 32 
Federal University of Mato Grosso do Sul 467 155 

In accordance with the terms of Article 3.2.13.1 point 5 of the International Animal Health Code, 
records of the number of investigations and their results are maintained for at least seven years. 

* 
*   * 


