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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM / GREAT BRITAIN 
The Delegate declares Great Britain free from the disease 

Follow-up report  No. 5 

Text of a fax received on 27 October 1997 from Dr J.M. Scudamore, Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Surbiton: 

End of previous report period: 4 March 1997 (see Disease Information, 10 [10], 45). 
End of this report period: 27 October 1997. 

Between 6 January and 23 April 1997, 11 outbreaks of Newcastle disease were confirmed in Great 
Britain, 4 in broiler chickens and 7 in turkeys. 

Great Britain practises a stamping-out policy for Newcastle disease. Slaughter of all the birds on the 
premises involved in the last outbreak was completed on 26 April 1997. 

Article 2.1.15.2 of the International Animal Health Code states that a country may be considered free 
from Newcastle disease when it has been shown that Newcastle disease has not been present for at 
least the past three years, and that this period shall be six months after the occurrence of the last case 
for countries in which a stamping-out policy is practised with or without vaccination against Newcastle 
disease. 

On the basis of this definition, Great Britain can be considered as free from Newcastle disease with 
effect from 27 October 1997, this being six months since the last occurrence of the disease on 26 April 
1997. 

* 
*   * 
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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN ZIMBABWE 
End of the outbreak 

Follow-up report  No. 2 

Text of a fax received on 29 October 1997 from Dr S.K. Hargreaves, Director of Veterinary Services, 
Ministry of Lands, Agriculture and Water Development, Harare: 

End of previous report period: 18 August 1997 (see Disease Information, 10 [34], 114). 
End of this report period: 29 October 1997. 

Infection rates on the date of discovery: 
Location Cattle census Cattle infected 

Mkwazi Ranch 670 60% 

Odzi* 1,094 5% 

Nerwanda* 456 40% 

Mkwasine* 323 5% 

* dip tanks in the Matsai Communal Area adjoining Mkwazi Ranch. 

Infection was confined to the original focus of the three dip tanks in Matsai Communal Area and 
Mkwazi Ranch. 

The last clinical case was observed in the week beginning 8 September 1997. 

Epidemiology:  
A. Source of agent / origin of infection: wild buffalo (Syncerus caffer) confined to a wildlife 

conservancy adjacent to Mkwazi Ranch. 
B. Mode of spread: transmission of the disease from the buffalo is suspected to have been via 

impala antelope (Aepyceros melampus) which were infected from close contact with the 
buffalo. Due to pressure from predation by lions, impala antelope are suspected of having 
been forced through the electrified double game fence, which surrounds the wildlife 
conservancy, into Mkwazi Ranch. 

Control measures:  
• Cattle in the infected area and surrounding area were vaccinated during the week beginning 

11 August 1997 and booster vaccinations were given during the week beginning 8 September. 
A total of 65,000 head of cattle were vaccinated in the outbreak on two occasions. 

• A high level of foot and mouth disease (FMD) surveillance was established in the 80-km zone 
surrounding the infected area. There will be a return to normal routine inspections at the end of 
October 1997. 

• It is the intention of the Department of Veterinary Services to remove all the animals within the 
infected zone (i.e. at the three infected dip tanks in Matsai Communal Area and Mkwazi Ranch). 
They are to be sent for slaughter and processing by canning. Discussions in this regard are under 
way. This exercise is being planned to remove any possibility of carrier animals causing secondary 
transmission of the disease at a later stage. 

• Movement controls and road blocks remain in force. 

In summary:  
• There has been no spread of FMD from the primary outbreak on Mkwazi Ranch and at the three 

dip tanks in the adjoining Matsai Communal Area where infection was detected on 9 August 1997. 
• All cattle have been vaccinated twice against infection.  
• No cases of clinical disease have been seen following the booster vaccinations (almost two 

months ago); therefore it is now believed that the outbreak is effectively controlled. 
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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN ITALY 

Emergency report 

Translation of a fax received on 30 October 1997 from Dr R. Marabelli, Director General of Veterinary 
Services, Ministry of Public Health, Rome: 

Nature of diagnosis: laboratory. 
Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 27 June 1997. 
 

Location No. of outbreaks 

Rocca Priora district, province of Rome 1 

Description of affected population: rural farm, remote from any commercial farms. 

Total number of animals in the outbreak: 

susceptible cases deaths destroyed slaughtered 

32 0 1 31 0 

Diagnosis: 
A. Laboratory where diagnosis was made: Venetia Experimental Zooprophylactic Institute, 

Padua. 
B. Diagnostic tests used: haemagglutination inhibition with polyclonal sera and 

haemagglutination inhibition with monoclonal serum. Intracerebral pathogenicity index: 1.11 
(16 July 1997). 

C. Causal agent: paramyxovirus-1, pigeon strain. 

Source of agent / origin of infection: probably through wild birds. 

Control measures during reporting period: stamping out; protection and surveillance zones set up. 


