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FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN KUWAIT 

Text of a fax received on 4 January 1997 from Dr Sultan A.S. Khalaf, Deputy 
Director General, The Public Authority for Agriculture Affairs and Fish 
Resources (PAAF), Safat: 

S. R. - 2  No. 2 

Final date of previous report period: 1 December 1996 (see Disease 
Information, 9 [49], 181). 
Final date of this report period: 30 December 1996. 
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: three (3) farms. 
Geographical identification of the new outbreak: Sulaibiya. 

Details concerning the new outbreak: 

No. Specie
s 

No. of animals 
in the 
outbreak 

No. of 
cases 

No. of 
deaths 

No. of animals 
destroyed 

No. of animals 
slaughtered 

3/96 bov 190 60 0 0 0 

Comments concerning affected population: Friesian cows imported in the 
first week of November 1996 and moved to the farm after completing their 
quarantine period. 

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: cattle were 
imported from Northern Europe on 5 November 1996 and transferred to the 
farm after completing foot and mouth disease vaccination at the quarantine 
station. Previously infected recovered carrier cattle on the farm. Direct 
and indirect contact. 

Control measures taken during report period: antibiotic cover and 
palliative treatment to prevent secondary infection. Sanitary measures also 
implemented. 

* 
*   * 
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NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM / GREAT BRITAIN 

Text of a fax received on 6 January 1997 from Dr K.C. Meldrum, Chief 
Veterinary Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Surbiton: 

S. R. - 1 

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 28 December 1996. 
Estimated date of first infection: 7 December 1996. 
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: one (1). 
Geographical identification of the outbreak: Ross on Wye, Hereford and 
Worcester county. 

Details concerning the outbreak: 

No. Specie
s 

No. of animals 
in the 
outbreak 

No. of 
cases 

No. of 
deaths 

No. of animals 
destroyed 

No. of animals 
slaughtered 

1/97 avi 78,000 2,000 2,000 0 76,000 

Comments concerning affected population: broiler chickens, indoors, 
individual flock. 

Comments concerning diagnosis: disease confirmed on samples submitted for 
laboratory examination from birds showing respiratory and nervous signs 
immediately prior to slaughter. Virus isolated and disease confirmed on 6 
January 1997. Intracerebral pathogenicity index: 1.75. 

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: under 
investigation. 

Control measures taken to date: area restrictions imposed on susceptible 
species. 

* 
*   * 

BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY IN PORTUGAL 

Translation of a fax received on 7 January 1997 from Dr E. G. Andrade 
Pires, Director General of Veterinary Services, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Rural Development and Fisheries, Lisbon: 

Number of cases identified since 1 January 1996: twenty-nine (29). 

Geographical identification of the new outbreak:  
29/96. Picoto, Macieira Rates, Barcelos, Braga Sanitary Intervention 

Zone, Entre Douro e Minho region. 

Details concerning the new outbreak: 

 
No. 

Date of 
detection of 
the outbreak 

No. of 
animals in 

the 
outbreak 

No. of 
cases 

No. of 
deaths 

No. of 
animals 
destroyed 

No. of 
animals 

slaughtered

29/96 30 Oct. 1996 40 1 0 1 0 
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Comments concerning affected animal: a cow aged 3 years 7 months, born in 
Portugal. 

Comments concerning diagnosis: histopathological confirmation on 11 
December 1996. 

Control measures taken to date: the affected farm has been placed under 
quarantine and animal movement controls introduced; slaughter of the sick 
animal and destruction of its carcass by burying. At a date to be arranged, 
the remaining animals in the affected farm will be slaughtered and their 
carcases and offals destroyed by incineration. 
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CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER IN GERMANY 

Translation of two faxes received on 8 and 9 January 1997 from Dr N. Voetz, 
Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry, Bonn: 

S. R. - 1 

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 6 January 1997. 
Number of separate outbreaks identified since 1 January 1997: two (2) 
farms. 
Geographical identification of the new outbreaks: 

1-2/97. Paderborn, Detmold district, Nordrhein-Westfalen Land. 

Details concerning the new outbreaks: 

No. Type of 
unit* 

No. of animals 
in the 
outbreak 

No. of 
cases 

No. of 
deaths 

No. of 
animals 
destroyed 

No. of 
animals 
slaughter

ed 

1/97 fatt. 321 144 124 197 0 

2/97 fatt. 27 25 0 27 0 

* fatt.: fattening pigs  

No. Diagnosis Origin of the disease 

1/97 direct immunofluorescence origin unknown, investigations 
under way 

2/97 ELISA contamination by swill  

Control measures taken during report period: stamping out; all the 
necessary sanitary measures have been taken. 

* 
*   * 

NEWCASTLE DISEASE IN AUSTRIA 
End of the outbreak 

Text of a fax received on 8 January 1997 from Dr P. Weber, Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Ministry of Health, Sports and Consumer Protection, Vienna: 

S. R. - 2  No. 1 

Final date of previous report period: 9 October 1996. 
Final date of this report period: 2 January 1997. 

The outbreak of Newcastle disease reported in Theresienfeld, Wiener 
Neustadt (Land), province of Lower Austria (see Disease Information, 9 
[40], 156) has been eliminated. All sanitary measures were executed in 
accordance with Directive 92/66/EEC. All restrictions (confinement of 
birds) were lifted on 18 December 1996. 

* 
*   * 
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RINDERPEST IN SENEGAL 
The Delegate declares the country 'provisionally free' 

Translation of a fax received on 8 January 1997 from Dr A.B. Niang, 
Director of Animal Production, Ministry of Agriculture, Dakar: 

Since 1962, rinderpest has been a notifiable disease in Senegal and 
vaccination has been compulsory. Mass vaccination carried out under joint 
programme No. 15 (PC 15) allowed the disease to be controlled. 

The last outbreak of rinderpest in Senegalese animals was recorded in 1968. 
A stamping-out policy was applied to prevent any spread of the outbreak. 

In 1978, an outbreak was recorded in northern Senegal in transhumant 
animals from a neighbouring country. 

In 1991, a serological surveillance survey was carried out within the 
framework of the Pan African Rinderpest Campaign (PARC) to assess the 
effectiveness of rinderpest vaccination campaigns. The results of this 
survey showed that animals aged three years and over had a level of 
immunity ranging from 80 to 91% and that animals aged less than three years 
had a low level of immunity (37 to 73%). The 1992 survey showed similar 
results. 

On the basis of these results, a new vaccination strategy, spread over four 
years, was set up in 1993. This strategy is as follows: 

Year 1 (1994) Mass vaccination, irrespective of age, in those regions where 
the results of serological surveillance were found to be 
insufficient, in order to consolidate the level of immunity. 
In the remaining regions, only cattle aged under three years 
were vaccinated. 

Year 2 (1995) Vaccination in those zones of the national territory where 
the results of serological surveillance conducted in 1994 
demonstrated a low level of immunity, and vaccination of 
subjects aged under three years in the remainder of the 
territory. 

Year 3 (1996) Vaccination of bovines aged under three years throughout the 
national territory. A serological surveillance survey was 
carried out after each vaccination campaign. 

Year 4 (1997) Halting of vaccination against rinderpest throughout the 
national territory; epidemiological surveillance of the 
disease. 

Since October 1996, Senegal has stopped vaccinating against rinderpest. All 
rinderpest vaccine has been withdrawn from veterinary services in the field 
and stored at the National Livestock Production and Veterinary Research 
Laboratory in Dakar. 

A rinderpest epidemiological system has been set up based on a central 
epidemiological unit and, in the field, all the staff involved in livestock 
production coordinated around a network of six regional laboratories. 

The epidemiological unit is made up of veterinarians from the Directorate 
of Livestock Production and research veterinarians, and is responsible for 
periodically carrying out epidemiological surveys in the field. 

With regard to provisions for clinical surveillance, 23 field survey points 
covering the entire territory have been selected. Their staff have been 
trained to recognise clinical signs of rinderpest. 

The use of rinderpest vaccine for the vaccination of sheep and goats 
against peste des petits ruminants has been suspended. 



- 8 - 

 

In view of the above, Senegal declares 'provisional freedom from 
rinderpest'. 

* 
*   * 
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RINDERPEST IN CÔTE D'IVOIRE 
The Delegate declares the country 'provisionally free' 

Translation of a communication received on 8 January 1997 from Dr P. Ackah 
Angniman, Delegate of Côte d'Ivoire to the OIE: 

Côte d'Ivoire, having observed no cases of rinderpest since 1986, declares 
'provisional freedom from rinderpest', in accordance with the recommended 
standards for epidemiological surveillance for this disease. 

Since 1986, Côte d'Ivoire has practised a policy of prevention based on the 
following: 

– annual vaccination of animals; 
– annual post-vaccinal serological tests based on random sampling; 
– systematic vaccination of imported animals; 
– surveillance over the national territory and at borders, which allows any 

suspected cases of contagious diseases to be systematically reported. 

Surveillance of the territory is currently carried out by staff of the 
external services of the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources and 
by veterinarians in private practice in rural areas. 

Any cases of contagious diseases are reported to the Regional Directorate 
of Agriculture and Animal Resources via the local Departmental Directorate. 
The information is then passed to the Directorate of Veterinary Services, 
which makes any necessary declaration to the OIE. 

In view of the stability of the situation in regard to rinderpest and the 
presence of a surveillance system to detect any outbreaks, Côte d'Ivoire 
decided to halt rinderpest vaccination with effect from 1996, while 
retaining the capacity to act immediately in the event of any recurrence of 
the disease. 


