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BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY IN PORTUGAL

Translation of the text of a fax received on 13 January 1995 from Dr J.M. Machado Gouveia, Director
general of Animal Husbandry Department, Ministry of Agriculture, Lisbon:

S. R. - 2  No. 4

Final date of previous report period: 12 December 1994 (see Disease Information, 7 [49], 204).
Final date of this report period: 13 January 1995.
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: six (6).
Geographical identification of the new outbreaks: Entre Douro e Minho region (north of the country).

A fifth case has been recorded in Outbreak No. 3 (Amares district), involving a cow born in Portugal to a
cow of Portuguese origin. The diagnosis was confirmed on 12 December 1994.

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: investigations are under way to determine
the mode of contamination.

Control measures taken during report period: affected farm placed under quarantine and animal
movement controls introduced; the affected animal was slaughtered and the carcase destroyed by
incineration. The organs, brain, thymus, spinal cord, tonsils, spleen and intestines are systematically
destroyed when any other animal from the affected farm is slaughtered.

*
*   *
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SUSPECTED RINDERPEST IN KENYA
(in buffaloes)

Text of a fax received on 16 January 1995 from Dr R.S. Kimanzi, Director of Veterinary Services,
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock Development and Marketing, Nairobi:

S. R. - 1

About 200 head of buffalo of all ages have died in Tsavo West National Park (in the southern part of
the country) from a disease with clinical signs resembling those of rinderpest.

Comments concerning diagnosis: samples have been collected and sent to the National Veterinary
Research Centre, Muguga (Regional Reference Laboratory for Rinderpest), but the results so far are
inconclusive. 

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: cattle grazing in the same areas as the
affected buffaloes have not been affected by the disease.

Control measures taken to date: the Department of Veterinary Services is treating the disease as
rinderpest, and ring vaccination is being carried out in the districts adjacent to Tsavo West National
Park. Samples will be sent both to Pirbright Laboratory (United Kingdom) and Muguga Laboratory.

*
*   *

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER IN SOUTH AFRICA

Text of an E-mail communication received on 16 January 1995 from Dr P.P. Bosman, Director of Animal
Health, Department of Agriculture, Pretoria:

S. R. - 1

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 17 December 1994.
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: one (1).
Geographical identification of the outbreak: Glencoe 210 KT farm, Phalaborwa district, Northern
Transvaal (24° 19' S - 30° 50' E).

Details concerning the outbreak:

No. Species No. of pigs on
infected farm

No. of
cases

No. of
deaths

No. of animals
destroyed

No. of animals
slaughtered

1 sui 10 10 10 0 0

Comments concerning diagnosis: clinical examination and histopathology. Laboratory confirmation:
positive virus isolation by the Onderstepoort Veterinary Insitute.

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: domestic pigs were in direct contact with
warthogs on the farm.

Control measures taken to date: normal animal health measures instituted. Outbreak situated in
swine fever control area. No marketing of pigs from this area is allowed for export purposes. Export of
animals and animal products from non-controlled areas is not affected.

*
*   *
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AVIAN INFLUENZA IN MEXICO

Translation of an extract from a fax received on 18 January 1995 from Dr H. Campos López, Director
General of Animal Health Department, Secretariat for Agriculture, Animal Production and Rural
Development, Mexico City:

S. R. - 2  No. 2

Final date of previous report period: 3 January 1995 (see Disease Information, 8 [1], 1).
Final date of this report period: 17 January 1995.
Geographical identification of the outbreaks: Federal District, and States of Aguascalientes,
Guanajuato, Guerrero, Hidalgo, Jalisco, Mexico, Morelos, Puebla, Querétaro and Veracruz.

On 13 January 1995, diagnosis of avian influenza (highly pathogenic H5 N2 virus) was confirmed in
three commercial layer farms in Tehuacán area (State of Puebla).

Quarantine was immediately strengthened in the area to avoid any transport of poultry, their products
or by-products without official federal control. Serological examination, followed by virus isolation,
where appropriate, has been applied on all farms in the vicinity. Confirmed cases of avian influenza are
subject to tracing forward and tracing back. Biosecurity measures have been strengthened on the
farms.

Once the situation has become clearer, the appropriate eradication strategy and animal health
measures, such as slaughter of sick or contaminated birds, will be defined by the Secretariat for
Agriculture, Animal Production and Rural Development.

A clinical picture, also suggesting the activity of a highly pathogenic influenza virus, has been reported
in breeding poultry in Villa del Marqués and Atongo municipalities (State of Querétaro). This diagnosis
has not been confirmed at the laboratory. Nonetheless, 15,000 sick or contaminated poultry have
been slaughtered. The area was immediately placed under quarantine and animal health measures
similar to those implemented in the Tehuacán zone have been introduced.

Lastly, in the zones where a low-pathogenicity virus has been isolated (see Disease Information, 8 [1],
1), the Directorate General of Animal Health has authorized, in some production units, the use of an
emulsified inactivated vaccine produced by authorized laboratories.

*
*   *


