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CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER (HOG CHOLERA) IN BELGIUM

Translation of the text of a telex received on 9 December 1994 from Dr L. Hallet, Inspector General,
Ministry of Agriculture, Brussels:

S. R. - 2  No. 2

Final date of previous report period: 21 November 1994 (see Disease Information, 7 [45], 192).
Final date of this report period: 7 December 1994.
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: three (3).
Geographical identification of the new outbreak:

3. Nevele municipality, Eastern Flanders province (in the west of the country).

Details concerning the new outbreak:

No. Species No. of animals
in the outbreak

No. of
cases

No. of
deaths

No. of animals
destroyed

No. of animals
slaughtered

3 sui 1,191 4 0 1,191 0

Comments concerning affected population: animals kept indoors.

Comments concerning diagnosis: following the occurrence of outbreak No. 2, the animals in this farm
were slaughtered as a precautionary measure. Classical swine fever virus was, however, isolated in
four of these pigs.

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: see SR-1 (p. 166).

Control measures taken during report period: see SR-1 (p. 166).

*
*   *
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VARROASIS IN NORTHERNMOST ISLANDS OF AUSTRALIA

Text of a fax received on 12 December 1994 from Dr G. Murray, Chief Veterinary Officer, Department of
Primary Industries and Energy, Canberra:

S. R. - 1

Date of initial detection of animal health incident: 25 November 1994.
Number of separate outbreaks identified so far: one (1).
Geographical identification of the outbreak: 9o 25' S - 142o 35' E (Dauan Island, Torres Strait, State
of Queensland). 

Comments concerning affected population: one feral colony of Apis cerana (Asian breed of honey
bees).

Comments concerning diagnosis: taxonomic identification of Varroa jacobsoni mites confirmed on
6 December 1994.

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease:

Dauan Island is 150 km north of the Australian mainland. Given the proximity of Saibai and Boigu
Islands, it is likely that varroa mites are also present in Apis cerana colonies which also infest these
islands. There is a 35-km stretch of open sea south of the infested islands, which is a barrier
preventing further natural spread of A. cerana in a southerly direction. Continental Australia (including
Tasmania) remains free from Apis cerana and its parasite Varroa jacobsoni.

The Australian Government has been monitoring the spread of Apis cerana and Varroa jacobsoni
through Irian Jaya Province (Indonesia) and Papua New Guinea for several years. Australia has also
been monitoring the islands of the Torres Strait in anticipation of the entry of these bees into
Australian territory.

Before 1993, there were no bees of the genus Apis on Dauan Island or any of the northern islands in
the Torres Strait. In February 1993, colonies of A. cerana became established on the islands of Boigu,
Saibai and Dauan. 

The nearest Apis mellifera colonies are on Hammond Island, just to the north of Prince of Wales Island
(see map on page 201), approximately 150 km to the south. Domestic colonies on Prince of Wales
Island are under constant surveillance. There are no bees of the genus Apis on any islands between
Dauan Island and Prince of Wales Island.

Apis cerana is the natural host of Varroa jacobsoni, which appears to be non-pathogenic in this
species, whereas the mite is a serious pathogen of Apis mellifera in many parts of the world. However,
research in Papua New Guinea has demonstrated that this particular strain of Varroa does not
reproduce in Apis mellifera*.

Spread of the varroa in this region has been through swarming of the host bee Apis cerana. Given that
swarms are only able to move comparatively short distances, it is considered that further southern
migration is highly unlikely without human intervention.

There is a total distance of 1,270 km between Dauan Island and the nearest Australian producers of
export package bees and queen bees located at the town of Ayr, south of Townsville in Queensland.

Control measures taken to date:

The map below shows the existing special quarantine zones which were established as part of a treaty
between Australia and Papua New Guinea in 1985:

• Torres Strait Protected Zone

• Thursday Island Group Special Quarantine Zone.

Movement of plants, animals and their products into and out of these zones is strictly controlled. 

                                                
* Anderson, D.L. (1994). "Non-reproduction of Varroa jacobsoni in Apis mellifera colonies in Papua

New Guinea and Indonesia", in: Apidologie (in press).
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Although the infected feral colony has been destroyed, Dauan Island is likely to remain infested with
the host bees and their parasites due to the proximity of the island to Papua New Guinea. All colonies
are feral and no domestic keeping of Apis cerana is undertaken or likely to be undertaken on any of
these islands.

Therefore, the Australian territory from the islands of Dauan, Saibai and Boigu north to the border with
Papua New Guinea, is declared to be an infected zone, in accordance with the guidelines set out in
Chapter 1.4.4. of the OIE International Animal Health Code.

The remaining Australian islands in the Torres Strait, south of these infested islands are declared to be
a surveillance zone.

Ongoing surveillance is continuing within the surveillance zone and involves the following:

• observation of flowering plants

• use of swarm traps

• monitoring of existing sentinel hives already present on Prince of Wales Island in the south of this
zone.

Since 1992, Australia has maintained a very active public awareness programme within the Torres
Strait, involving village communities and schools. This programme seeks public cooperation in notifying
Australian quarantine authorities if bees are found south of the infected zone.

Masters of all shipping within the area have also been specifically targeted in this programme to
ensure that vessels do not inadvertently spread bees.

The risk to the Australian honey bee population is therefore considered to be low, given the quarantine
controls in place and the natural water barrier of the Torres Strait.

*
*   *
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THE NETHERLANDS IS FREE FROM SWINE VESICULAR DISEASE

Text of a communication received on 12 December 1994 from Dr C.C.J.M. van der Meijs, Chief
Veterinary Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, The Hague:

The last outbreak of swine vesicular disease occurred on 28 February 1994 (see Disease Information,
7 [9], 33). After stamping out the premises were cleansed and disinfected.

With regard to swine vesicular disease, the Netherlands practises a stamping-out policy. Under the
terms of Article 2.1.3.2. of the OIE International Animal Health Code, the Netherlands may be
considered free from swine vesicular disease, with effect from 28 November 1994.

*
*   *


