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HOG CHOLERA IN BELGIUM
Lifting of sanitary measures

Translation of the text of a fax received on 30 August 1994 from Dr J. Tambeur, Chief Veterinary
Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Brussels:

S. R. - 2  No. 12

On 30 August 1994 Belgium is lifting all the restrictive measures relating to the control of the hog
cholera epizootic, namely:

- lifting of the buffer zone set up on 10 August 1994 in the north west of Eastern Flanders province;
- lifting of the last protection zone set up in Eastern Flanders around outbreaks Nos. 44/94 and

45/94 (see Disease Information, 7 [28], 120).

Background:

The primary hog cholera outbreak was observed in Western Flanders province on 13 October 1993 (see
Disease Information, 6 [40], 157). Between 13 November and 20 December 1993, six further
outbreaks were discovered in the protection zone set up around Wingene (see Disease Information,
6 [47], 179 and 7 [1], 3). The restriction measures relating to this zone were lifted on 10 February
1994.

Another outbreak subsequently occurred in Western Flanders (outbreak No. 43/94; see Disease
Information, 7 [24], 99). This outbreak was the subject of preventive eradication on 27 May 1994, the
farm having been in contact with outbreak No. 38/94, diagnosed on 19 May. During the slaughter and
destruction of all the pigs in outbreak No. 43/94, blood samples were taken at the carcase disposal
plant. On 8 June, the virus was isolated from these samples. As a result of this diagnosis, the farm
concerned was declared an outbreak. No clinical signs having been observed in this farm, this
"outbreak" has no sanitary implications for Western Flanders province.

The first outbreak localised in Eastern Flanders was declared on 11 January 1994 (see Disease
Information, 7 [4], 17). Between 7 February and 7 July 1994, 44 additional outbreaks were detected in
the north west of Eastern Flanders province. Due to the improvement in the situation, the surveillance
zone in Eastern Flanders was progressively dismantled and converted to a buffer zone. The last part of
the surveillance zone became a buffer zone on 10 August 1994. This buffer zone is being lifted on 30
August 1994.

*
*   *



- 144 -

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever by the Central Bureau of the
Office International des Epizooties concerning the legal status of any country or territory mentioned, or its authorities, or concerning the delineation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

Unless otherwise stated, material published is derived from declarations made to the Central Bureau by the Veterinary Administrations of the countries and territories
mentioned.

© Office International des Epizooties - 1994
ISSN 1012-5329
Reproduction or translation permitted for non-commercial purposes

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE IN GREECE

Synthesis of information contained in two faxes received on 31 August and 1 September 1994 from Dr
Y. Koukidis, Director of Animal Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Athens:

S. R. - 2  No. 2

Final date of previous report period: 17 August 1994 (see Disease Information, 7 [31], 137).
Final date of this report period: 26 August 1994.
Geographical identification of the new outbreaks: 

- Lesbos prefecture (several villages)
- Xanthi prefecture (several villages)
- Rodopi prefecture (several villages)
- Kastoría prefecture
- Kavalla prefecture (including the island of Thasos)
- Kilkís prefecture
- Attiki prefecture
- Evros prefecture (see table below)
- Larissa prefecture (see table below).

Suspected outbreak:
- Karditsa prefecture (in one holding with 75 sheep).

Prefecture Species
No. of

holdings
infected

No. of animals
present in the

holdings

No. of
cases

No. of
animals

destroyed

Evros cap 1 198 50 198

Larissa ovi 1 190 0 190

Comments concerning diagnosis: serological tests have been carried out by the OIE World Reference
Laboratory for foot and mouth disease (Pirbright, United Kingdom) in the context of a large scale survey
conducted in the zones of Greece considered to be at high risk due to the introduction of animals from
Lesbos during the past two months. In the case of the Larissa holding, although the animals presented
no clinical signs, the serological tests produced titres ranging from 1:45 to 1:2800, indicating a
potentially active outbreak.

Comments to date concerning epidemiology of the disease: the outbreaks in Xanthi, Kastoría, Kavalla,
Kilkís, Attiki, Larissa and Rodopi are epidemiologically linked to the island of Lesbos. The outbreak in
Evros prefecture, having no known epidemiological links, is being considered as a primary outbreak.

Suspicions raised in regard to two holdings in Florina prefecture and the island of Andros (Cyclades
prefecture) were invalidated by Pirbright Laboratory. These two zones are therefore considered to be
free from foot and mouth disease and all the restrictive measures relating to them have been lifted.

Control measures taken during report period: application of Directive 85/511/EEC: stamping out
(outbreaks in Evros, Larissa, Xanthi, Lesbos and Rodopi); quarantine (outbreaks in Kastoría, Kavalla,
Kilkís and Attiki); surveys in holdings in the vicinity of infected holdings; tracing back of animal
movements. The clinical picture in the suspected holding in Karditsa prefecture has developed and now
points clearly to ecthyma. However, until the results of tests have been received from Pirbright,
restrictive measures will remain in force.

*
*   *


